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Baruch must meet criteria by spring 2020 for reaccreditation

DAVID MURRAY | THE TICKER

Baruch College hosted its first "community conversation," which revolved around the college's attitudes and environment toward students as Baruch begins to prepare for its reaccreditation process in spring 2020.
BY YASMEEN PERSAUD

COPY EDITOR

The 14th floor at Baruch College's Newman Vertical Campus had more than just a great view on Oct. 18; it also had an opportunity for students to broadcast their opinions. The first
"community conversation" provided a gateway for students to provide feedback about Baruch’s environment.
The event centered around the recent news of Baruch undergoing the process of reaccreditation in the spring of 2020. Accreditation ensures that a college is meeting the set of seven
standards that guarantee a successful future for the school and its students.
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Individual attention aids students

I

t is a typical morning for the average Baruch College student. A frenzy
of swipes, a boost of caffeine and now, a waste of valuable time.
Ninety-two percent of college students are on their phones during
lectures, with 80 percent acknowledging that this is a total distraction,
according to studies found by The Derek Bok Center for Teaching and
Learning at Harvard University.
Time is money — tuition dollars are burned for every second students
spend on their devices. However, this begs the question as to why students
are on their phones as opposed to being engaged during lectures.
It is imperative to pay close attention to class size. In a lecture hall filled
with 400 students, it is almost impossible not to be distracted by a text
message. The professor may be too focused on trying to cram five topics
into a short lecture to hold the attention of each student.
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Bearcats tie twice in men's soccer
BY MATTEO FLAMIO

COURTESY OF NYCHA

Rising rents burden New York's low-income residents

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

After a difficult loss to William Paterson University, the Baruch College men’s soccer team had two important games against CUNY Athletic
Conference opponents.
Their first matchup was against the Hunter College Hawks, who sat in
third place in the CUNYAC rankings with a 3-2-1 record in league play.
The game ended in a 0-0 draw, which helped Baruch keep its secondplace spot in the rankings.

BY ESTELLE SAAD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
New York City has one of the highest rent prices in the United States, which makes it difficult for those with
lower incomes to find affordable housing. Though the Mayor Bill de Blasio administration has been working toward creating and preserving affordable housing, according to a recent study done by nonprofit group Citizens
Budget Commission, the number of severely rent-burdened New Yorkers has increased slightly or remained
steady, despite the efforts that have been made to help.
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Students voice opinions ahead of Baruch's reaccreditation
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The next chapter for Baruch will
be decided by the Middle States
Commission on Higher Education, which is in charge of evaluating whether or not Baruch remains
eligible for Title IV financial aid.
Rachél Fester, who serves as an
assistant provost for assessment,
accreditation and institutional effectiveness, and liaison officer for
middle states accreditation, explained the procedures surrounding accreditation.
"[Accreditation is] a way for the
federal government to ensure that
students who get federal financial
aid are enrolled in quality institutions," Fester said.
Baruch’s preparation plan for
accreditation is divided into the
Self-Study Process and a site visit,
with the student and community
conversation functioning as a catalyst for the former. This process
was designed to fully understand
the environment that the Baruch
community creates for students.
"Out of today’s meeting, I think
hearing the voices that we don’t
normally hear or that we don’t
hear enough of is really important," said Michele Doney, direc-

“[Accreditation is] a way
for the federal government
to ensure that students
who get federal financial
aid are enrolled in quality
institutions.”
– Rachél Fester

tor of the Student Academic Consulting Center.
"I think we all feel purpose, but
I think it’s important that we are
achieving that purpose in the most
effective, student-centered way."
The panel at the event came
from specific working groups —
members and co-chairs who were
specifically assigned to ensure Baruch was meeting each standard.
The Self-Study Process allows
for the creation of a document
enlisting the standards met or exceeded by Baruch, along with any
key adjustments needed. The site
visit occurs in the spring of 2020,
with evaluators assessing the
school.
"This community conversation
is part of a broader evidence gathering phase of the Self-Study," said
Fester.
"In the spring of 2019, we’re
gonna be drafting the report that
helps us tell the accreditation
agency, 'Here’s how we think we’re
doing in regards with compliance
of the standards,' and in the late
spring, we’re going to be sharing a
draft report with students."
After this draft is shared with
students for acknowledgement,
there is a review process that leads
to a final draft and then later a
submission to the MSCHE for final
review.
"The process is great because
it sort of forced grandeur detailed
self-reflection that makes us stronger every time we do it,” Doney
said.
Throughout the event, the panel encouraged students to provide
feedback on the seven key standards.
Former undergraduate alumna
Abigail Ryan now finds herself attending graduate school at Baruch. She described her experiences within the classroom, alluding to Standard IV: Support of the

DAVID MURRAY | THE TICKER

Baruch College is conducting a self-study to see if it continues to meet the requirements needed to receive Title IV financial aid.
Student Experience.
"I think it’s important to know
that your professors are not just in
front of the class teaching random
work, that they do work outside
of school and are professional in
their fields," Ryan said.
Along with Standard IV, the
concept of Standard II: Ethics and
Integrity was emphasized by Dennis Slavin, Self-Study co-chair and
associate provost for teaching and
learning.
"One of the things that faculty
and schools do a lot of is make
judgements on our students, on

people that we work with and it’s
a process that we hope is fair and
equitable and certainly an ongoing one," said Slavin. "Since we are
spending so much time doing that,
isn’t it also fair and equitable that
we also admit ourselves to a peer
judgement and peer evaluation?"
Along with student-centered
community conversations, the
committees also host faculty and
staff conversations to discuss further development in the Self-Study
Process.
These conversations encourage all members to discuss plans

in which Baruch can grow as a
school by applying these standards around the community.
"There are a lot of things that go
into a lot of these accreditation
standards," Fester said. "Are we
doing all these things and are we
doing them well?"
Students are encouraged to attend community conversations to
help provide insight on the Baruch
student body.
The next community conversation is scheduled to take place on
Nov. 14 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. in NVC 15-280.

MIC's first open mic night draws students of all kinds and talents
BY MIC CAFASSO

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Many Baruch College performers had a chance to showcase their
abilities and their art in front of a
student audience on Oct. 17.
Poets, songwriters and singers
performed on stage in the Multipurpose Room, each one of them narrating a different story and offering
a different experience.
The “Open MIC Night” was hosted by the Music Industry Club and
the audience provided an array of
reactions from laughter to contemplation.
Even though the event was in
the evening — making it difficult for
commuting students to participate
— there was a good turnout for a
Wednesday night.
It was an opportunity to gather
with like-minded people while eating pizza and experiencing an evening of art.
There were many performances
that kept the audience engaged.
Some of the performances gave
the audience material to reflect on,
such as the words of "War for Sale"
by Jade Zabric.
Like Zabric, Eona Abubakar
also created a thought-provoking
piece by reciting her poem "Dear
Black Girl."
Other acts were more lighthearted and fun to sing along with,
such as Baruch Cabaret, and Peter
Kim singing "Lemonade" by Jeremy
Passion.
"Open MIC Night" proved to be
an exciting opportunity for some
young artists to grow and to publicize themselves. MIC is a club that
aims to introduce performers into
the music business.
"However, this is not only a space
for artists," said Brielle Tumbarello,
a member of the club's e-board.
"Our purpose is to help everyone who is interested in music
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Baruch performers came out to the Music Industry Club's "Open MIC Night" to share their many talents like singing, playing guitar and reciting spoken word.
to start a career in this business."
To reinforce this idea, Tumbarello also said that no member of the
e-board is actually a performer. The
event served as a gateway for students to learn about a club that supports young artists and potential
music managers.

The club's future plan is to grow
and attract more people, which can
be difficult in a commuter school
like Baruch. This is because students usually go home right after
their classes or they have jobs they
need to get to.
However, in order to achieve

this goal, MIC intends to invite music managers and professionals in
the field to participate in the club's
meetings to share their experiences
with Baruch students.
To gain popularity with students,
the members of the e-board will
also post job and internship oppor-

tunities on MIC's Facebook page.
They also announced that on
Dec.12, the club will hold a mic fest
for the end of the semester.
Any artist interested in participating will have the opportunity to sign up for the event and
perform live.
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LGBTQ professionals share their struggles in the workplace
BY ANGELYN JOY

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
People everywhere face discrimination for various reasons,
and for some people the discrimination is based on their sexual orientation.
Around 20 states provide some
sort of protection against sexual
orientation discrimination, but according to a study done by FindLaw
there is no federal statute that prohibits private sector sexual orientation discrimination in the workplace.
In celebration of LGBTQ history
month, Baruch College’s Gender
Love and Sexuality Spectrum club
hosted a four-person panel discussion that touched on being queer in
the workplace.
The event — held on Oct. 18 at 6
p.m. in collaboration with the Starr
Career Development Center, Hillel,

the Baruch Student Veterans Organization and the Office of Alumni
Relations and Volunteer Engagement — was centered around a diverse group of people who detailed
their experiences of being LGBTQ
in their respective workplaces.
The four panelists were Shawn
Ramsingh, James Fitzgerald, Brandon Peck and Erika Karp, who were
introduced by William Lin, the
president of G.L.A.S.S.
The panelists started off by introducing themselves and talking
about their backgrounds and some
of the hardships they faced. They
then shared the biggest obstacles
they encountered in the workplace
and in their careers.
"A lot of companies get diversity
right, but don’t get inclusion right,"
Ramsingh said when introducing
himself.
Fitzgerald detailed his experience of being a person of color, gay

and part of the military. His time in
the military was difficult until he
started coming out to people who
were close to him.
Fitzgerald explained that a lot of
progress had been made as far as
inclusivity in the military goes, especially during the Obama administration, when the "don’t ask, don’t
tell" policy was repealed. However,
he admits that there is still a lot of
change and progress that needs to
be made.
President Donald Trump, for
example, tried to place a ban on
transgender people from joining
the military, but the courts overruled him.
"The scariest place to live is in
a straight man’s imagination," said
Fitzgerald when detailing his experiences of dealing with misconceptions about people who are gay.
"I continuously excelled because
I knew if I faltered I would be fin-

ished."
Fitzgerald had to cope with
people’s preconceived notions;
he learned to force himself to be
the best of the best. This mindset
allowed him to rise through the
ranks, but it also led him down a
path of repression. It wasn’t until
he started to practice self-love and
self-acceptance that he began to
live freely and fully.
Karp also reinforced the idea of
having to be the best of the best.
She had poignant words to share
about being a woman and also being queer in the workplace.
Karp elaborated on the internal
conflict she had when deciding to
come out. She said she expected
and had nightmares of facing outright resentment and being called
a slew of derogatory terms by her
colleagues.
However, much to Karp’s surprise, when she finally did come

out, she was met with indifference.
Most people weren’t concerned
about her sexual preference.
Coming out to them was a decision that she never regretted because it helped her feel empowered
and more creative and productive
at her investment firm, Cornerstone Capital Inc.
The four panelists also expanded on the challenges they faced and
gave advice on how to overcome
them and how to bring about real
change.
"Knowing how fast to go in
pushing progress is tricky," Karp
said. She continued by saying that
the solution to shifting the status
quo is "making them just the right
amount of uncomfortable."
To close the panel, Karp reiterated a quote said by Rabbi Hillel: "If
I am not for myself, who will be for
me? But if I am only for myself, who
am I? If not now, when?"

Students receive tips on identifying domestic abuse from experts
BY GABRIELLE HUEZO

STAFF WRITER

In honor of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, Baruch College’s Sexual Harassment and Assault Prevention committee hosted
an event on Oct. 18 called "Keke, do
you love me? Do you know you’re
in a toxic relationship?" to raise
awareness of abusive relationships.
A panel of six women came to
offer their expertise and guidance
about the importance of identifying abusive relationships and how
to go about it. All of the women
worked in different organizations
around New York City that provide
services to people who are experiencing domestic violence or any
sorts of abuse.
These organizations included
Womankind, where the staff are
bilingual in Asian languages; Day
One, an organization that helps
people 24 or younger; and the Dominican Women Development
Center, in which the staff is bilingual in Spanish.
Dr. Teresa Hurst, interim director of the counseling center and
Kristy Perez, director of the SEEK
program hosted the event and
asked the panelists several questions, such as: How can you tell if
you are in an abusive relationship
and what do you do if someone you
know is being abused?
The panelists said the first sign
of abuse in an intimate relationship
is generally an attempt at isolation
through either villainizing family
and friends or making one want to
spend less time with their partner.
This is a dynamic of power and
control, which is followed by an element of fear.
The panelists said that generally, people who are facing domestic violence and other similar kinds
of abuse fear making their partners
angry, which is a big sign. But many
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Six women came together to give Baruch students guidance on how to deal with domestic abuse in their lives and how to be aware of someone else going through abuse.
people will deny they are afraid of
their partner. The first step in helping someone who is in an abusive
relationship would be to break the
isolation that the person is experiencing.
The delicate process of helping
someone who is being abused became a big topic of discussion. The
panelists said it is a good idea not to
directly bring up the abuse.
Many victims do not come forward because they feel embarrassed or ashamed. In order to
break the isolation, it is better to
offer them your time, free of questions or judgment, allowing them
to be comfortable enough to open
up when ready.

While they might not mention the abuse, offering them time
will make them feel like they have
someone to go to if they ever feel
unsafe. But there are also boundaries when it comes to someone’s relationship, since one cannot make
a person’s decision for them. Helping a victim comes with patience.
It is important not to celebrate
too much when someone has left
their abusive partner. On average,
it takes people seven or eight attempts to permanently end their
relationship.
People between the ages of 16
and 24 experience domestic violence the most and are the least
likely to report it.

There are many forms of abuse:
physical, emotional, verbal, sexual,
financial, technological, spiritual
and medical, among others.
Financial abuse is when a partner is controlling another with
money. Technological abuse can
come in the form of cyberbullying.
Another way to abuse a partner is
by doing it spiritually, which means
that a partner could use their faith
against them or use their faith to
make them agree to something
they would not normally agree to,
such as polygamy. Medical abuse is
when a partner is withholding another's medication, which is often
seen with transgender people and
the elderly.

There is also gaslighting, which
is when someone manipulates
their significant other into thinking
that they are insane. Stalking someone and requesting nude photos
are also forms of harassment.
The discussion closed with students asking the women questions
about their own experiences with
friends who are going through or
went through abuse. The panelists reiterated it could take years
for someone to leave a partner and
that patience is key.
However, it’s important to remember that taking care of yourself
is a priority and helping someone
directly could create a dangerous
situation.
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Diversity at Baruch College is
the key to a successful future

B

aruch College is a microcosm of the melting pot that is New York
City. When students come here, they get exposure to various cultural and ethnic backgrounds. This notion is reinforced further
by the fact that Baruch received recognition from both The Wall Street
Journal and The New York Times for having a “diverse, supportive and
inclusive environment.”
While it is heartwarming to hear that our institution is progressing
toward providing opportunities to ambitious individuals from all walks
of life, there are also very practical applications for this diversity as well.
By having a diverse campus, our overall college experience becomes
enhanced.
Diversity forces students out of their ethnic comfort zones by throwing them into an environment with other cultural perspectives. Being
surrounded by diverse people helps cultivate a well-rounded student
who is creative, open-minded and adaptable to different social situations.
All of these characteristics will come in handy in the future, especially when it comes to our careers. The American workforce “is expected to increase from 34 percent to 55 percent by 2050,” according to U.S.
News & World Report.
Baruch’s diverse campus is actually training its students to become
employees who can relate and communicate in a healthy manner with
those who come from different cultures. This enhanced communication makes for a more effective employee
Exposure to diversity also produces citizens of the world, not just
American citizens. A citizen of the world is a person who becomes
exposed to and accepts different cultural traditions, religions, music,
food, art and experiences instead of isolating themselves within their
own cultural bubble. By expanding this worldliness, diverse campuses
produce a society that is more empathetic and understanding of human differences, which is the only way for all of these ethnicities to coexist peacefully.
There is not a single downside to an institution having a diverse student body. Therefore, diversity should be promoted and encouraged.
The benefits of diversity apply to academics and careers of students
while simultaneously producing a healthy society.
Diversity can be a great teacher; some of the most helpful perspectives and lessons come from people who are different from us.

It's not ‘anti-Catholic’ to be LGBTQ

F

reedom of expression is currently in turmoil. “Please sign your
peaceful protest today. Your voice is vital. We must not allow the
sinful to replace the sacred,” reads the last line of a petition to
shut down a Fordham University drag show, which took place on Oct.
19. The petition, started by the conservative Catholic group Tradition,
Family and Property Student Action on Oct. 10, should never have been
put forward. The openly anti-LGBTQ Catholic group controversially
tried to infringe on the freedom of expression of Fordham’s students.
TFP Student Action is a project of the larger American TFP, whose
mission statement says it was “formed to resist, in the realm of ideas,
the liberal, socialist and communist trends of the times.” By starting
this petition, which garnered 13,393 signatures as of press time, the TFP
acted the way many communist nations have throughout history, censoring the voices and the expression of dissenting people.
The TFP unjustly acted, calling the actions “anti-Catholic” in the
petition. The conservative group also went out of its way to condemn
other Fordham events organized for LGBTQ history month such as a
flag event. The group said the flags "represent sinful lifestyles.”
Regardless of disparities in views between groups, the freedom to
express oneself and be whoever one wants is universal and should never be shut down. The TFP’s petition should never have been put forth.
Fordham’s students have every right to put on their drag show.
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China's ‘re-education camps’ are
dehumanizing Muslim minorities

I

n a move taken straight from a
book Mao Zedong could have
written, titled How to Oppress
Your People and Lie About It, Chinese officials in the Xinjiang province finally admitted to imprisoning people susceptible to religious
extremism in so-called “education
and training centers.” After months
of incessantly denying allegations
from the international community, China now claims the legitimization of its illegitimate centers,
which mirror internment camps,
stating that these centers would
eliminate potential terror attacks.
What an admirable idea! Too
bad the country’s heinous actions
are hypocritical, as China terrorizes its own citizens and became
the very thing it sought to destroy.
China is mainly targeting the
Uighurs minority, a Muslim and
ethnically Turkish group that
makes up more than 40 percent of
Xinjiang’s population. China has
already detained 1 million Uighurs,
Kazakhs and other Muslims according to the U.N., with the blind
intent of forcing them to assimilate
into Chinese culture and the Communist Party.
Former detainees like Kayrat Samarkand, taken because he visited
Kazakhstan, received no legal representation. They reported mental and physical torture, including
being forced to renounce their Islamic faith, consume alcohol and
pork, recite communist propa-

ganda and engage in harsh military
style training. If detainees refused,
guards waterboarded them, cuffed
them for 12 hours or starved them
to death. However, China assures
the international community that
no Uighurs rights were violated,
justifying its unlawful acts under
pseudo-laws claiming to “eradicate
extremism.” Right, as if the world
is foolish enough to believe a few
stringent Communist Party leaders
over millions of Uighurs.
Perhaps China missed the
memo that protesting for one’s
religious rights is not a sign of extremism, but a sensible response
to oppressive policies. Prohibiting
veils and long beards and banning
certain Muslim names for infants
infringes on Uighurs’ religious expression. Using facial recognition
software to track residents invades
privacy and seizing passports so
Uighurs cannot leave Xinjiang are
just a few “de-extremification” laws
those outside the camps face.
Maybe China misinterpreted
and believed the “thought police”
were the good guys in George Orwell’s novel, 1984. China claimed
the Uighurs orchestrated attacks on
government offices and instilled riots near the Xinjiang capital, killing
mostly those of the Han Chinese
majority. Punishment for the perpetrators is justifiable, but blaming all Uighurs, when most of them
practice nonviolence, is unfair. Xinjiang is now home to the Belt and

Road Initiative, a series of roads
and energy pathways that would
unite China and Iran. By forcing
Uighurs cooperation and crushing
any hope for rebellion, China fulfills its imperialistic ambitions.
The truth is, China committed the vacuous mistake countries
face when counteracting terrorism
— equating Islamic practices with
terrorism and radical Islam, which
creates anti-Islamic sentiment and
seemingly justifies enforcement of
the majority’s culture. Religion is
not terrorism, though.
Containing and minimizing extremism through real education
instead of torture may help, while
promoting inclusion of different
ethnic and religious groups with
equal opportunities will create fairness. Denying cultural diversity,
such as forcing Uighur children to
abandon their language and family
by attending state schools, results
in exclusion and hatred.
Despite all of the criticism concerning the issue, however, little
action has been taken, although
the United States considered placing sanctions on Chinese Communist leaders for their violation
of Uighurs rights. Nevertheless,
China must lift its oppressive policies and stop treating the Uighurs
like second-class citizens before it
is too late.
-Pabvitraa Ramcharan
Political Science '21

Individual attention in classes is crucial
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Colleges need to provide their
students with personalized attention. “It’s always nice to be a real
person, rather than a nameless
spectator in the crowd of a megauniversity,” the U.S. News & World
Report stated.
However, what really stands
as impressive is Baruch’s undergraduate student enrollment of
a whopping 15,253 students, all
the while maintaining a studentteacher ratio of 19:1, according
to the U.S. News & World Report
“Best Colleges” rankings.
While being at the heart of the
chaotic conundrum of Manhattan, Baruch still manages to have
a high success rate for students,
thus challenging the popular notion that student distraction is
primarily prevented by maintaining smaller class sizes in a massive
student body.
Scholars, however, may argue
that instead of incorporating a

permanently small class size, it
would be wiser for students to seek
extra attention after the lecture is
over.
“We basically learn the material during lecture, and then ask
questions/go into more detail in
smaller groups during recitation,”
said Camellia Huang, a freshman
at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, in an interview with
The Ticker.
At certain schools, different
programs exist to provide aid to
the curriculum covered during a
lecture. But what happens in the
case of time constraints? Not every student has time to take full
advantage of these aids due to
work responsibilities and other
important obligations.
Recent transfer student Lauren Carubia from James Madison
University describes her junior
year experience at Baruch as being far less hectic in terms of her
class size.
"My old college had very large

lecture classes with 200 plus
people and it was hard to pay attention," Carubia said. "My largest class [at Baruch] is around
40 people. ... I perform better
academically in smaller classes with more individualized
attention."
"I think that individualized attention matters as, from a teaching perspective, as far as I care
more about my students because
by the end of the semester, I feel
like I know some part of them,"
said CUNY adjunct lecturer Katy
Harding. "In a big lecture hall, I
don’t know if I could say that."
This attention creates a positive learning environment for students that is both productive and
engaging. Students will be able to
feel like they are investing in their
future as opposed to just attending some useless class on their
schedule.
-Yasmeen Persaud
Operations Management '22
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CUNY's lack of diversity ‘Trumponomics’ is not the solution
raises serious concerns to the mess that is the U.S. economy
THE USG REPORT

RADHIKA KALANI

T

he first wave of midterms is
over, events on campus are
in full swing and the Undergraduate Student Government
Homecoming is right around the
corner.
A week ago, the City Council held a hearing titled African
American Studies and Hiring
of Black Faculty. Inquiries were
made and testimony was provided
regarding the lack of diversity initiatives within the City University
of New York.
Faculty and students from
around CUNY talked about their
experiences. One of our University
Student Senate delegates, Liam
Giordano, will be creating a task
group to investigate the lack of diversity on campus.
The University Student Senate
elections are going on right now.
This is the student government
for all CUNY Campuses that helps
fund large-scale events across
CUNY and represent CUNY as a
whole. The election plenary meeting was on Oct. 21 at 12 p.m. at
Baruch College, during which the
new leadership was voted in. I will
be working closely with them to
help create a CUNY-wide event.
A few USG members and
other leaders on campus were
invited to attend the “Annual

17 Lex Reception.”
The 17 Lex Society consists of
the CUNY Board of Trustees, past
alumni and other donors that
help fund the changes we see on
campus. Members in this society
attend a multitude of VIP alumni
events and have the opportunity to
network with Baruch alumni.
Registration for the winter and
spring semesters starts on Oct. 29.
Make sure to start planning your
schedule for next semester so you
don’t feel overwhelmed when it’s
your time to register. Check CUNYfirst to see when you can start
registering.
Lexicon is working hard to take
pictures of everyone graduating.
Please make sure to sign up to get
your pictures taken. You can take
pictures from Monday to Friday
during Oct. 15 to Oct. 19, Oct. 22 to
Oct. 26, Nov. 7 to Nov 9, Nov. 12 to
Nov. 16 and Dec. 3 to Dec. 7.
The Office of Student Life is
working hard to secure the Barclays Center for a date in the end
of May or early June. I’ll share the
commencement date as soon as
it’s confirmed. The USG Senate
had the honor of meeting with Baruch President Mitchel B. Wallerstein to discuss our upcoming
goals and initiatives.
We will be working closely with
Wallerstein to make his last year
as president great and also plan
lavish 50th anniversary-themed
events on campus. If you have
any ideas and suggestions, please
reach out to me.
Radhika Kalani is the president of
USG. She can be reached at radhika.kalani@usgbaruch.com. Her
office is located at 3-272 in the
Newman Vertical Campus.
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t should come as no surprise
that when President Donald
Trump brags about turning
the U.S. economy around, he is ridiculously wrong. That is true fake
news. Those who believe that any
of Trump’s policies are actually
good for the economy need look
up the term "bubble."
A bubble is caused when the
prices of securities, like stocks,
increase far beyond their actual
value. Bubbles typically continue
to grow until investors realize the
magnitude of the price increase,
which then triggers a sharp decline, or a "burst."
Trump inherited a bubble and
all he has done is blow more air
into it. The recession of 2008 is not
ancient history and should not be
forgotten so quickly. Any "impressive" numbers claimed by Trump
are simply the wrong indicators of
a good economy.
The unemployment rate being
at an all-time low of 3.7 percent
sounds silly coming from Trump
when he was the one who called
former President Barack Obama’s
unemployment rate a "hoax" because he was using less accurate
metrics.
The U3, U5 and U6 are all unemployment metrics with different qualifications that influence
how unemployment rates are displayed, with U5 and U6 being the
most accurate.
Now that it’s time to pat his
own back, Trump is boasting the
lower U3 rates, which have ridiculous qualifications to be considered unemployed. Unemployment numbers have been heading
in this direction for years and are
not a marker of a healthy economy. Most of the jobs being created are low-wage, part-time jobs

that lack benefits.
Trump has not turned anything around. The U.S. economy
is in its 10th year of growth since
the Great Recession, marked by
falling unemployment and gains
in home values. These are trends
that are part of a recovery, not the
work of Trump.
Now the second quarter GDP
growth of 4.1 percent is being
touted as some miracle. Obama
had three quarters with over 4.1
percent GDP growth and not a
single year over 3 percent.
The first year of the Trump administration ended with 2.3 percent growth, and the first quarter contributed only 2.2 percent,
so it seems highly unlikely that
2018 will end with over 3 percent
growth.
Whether or not GDP equates
to a healthy economy is questionable. Trump’s recent favorite
thing to do is have everyone look
at the stock market. However, this
is where the dark reality of the U.S.
economy is most apparent: We
are in a boom and bust cycle.
The stock market more than
doubled under Obama and continues to rise with Trump because
it lost 50 percent of its value in
2008.
The only Trump policies that
have helped the market are his
tax cuts and deregulations that
bought the economy some time.
If someone thinks that these are
effective ways to stimulate the
economy, they need to take a look
at the Great Depression, Reagan’s
Recession and the Great Recession, which were all presented
with the exact same prerequisites.
The stock market reflects how
well corporations and the rich

are doing. It is not a proper representation of the economy. Eighty
percent of stocks are owned by the
richest 10 percent of Americans.
This is a terrible indicator of how
the average American is doing.
Despite corporate profits hitting
record highs, income inequality
still exists in the United States. It
is sad that the better off corporations are, the worse off regular
people become.
Wages have been stagnant.
Most Americans still can’t afford
college or health care and are still
feeling the bruises from the Great
Recession. The only true sign of a
good economy is a healthy middle
class, and that is something the
United States is lacking in the
worst way.
Trump’s flaunting of the economy when it’s not even doing that
well will be interesting to watch
when it starts to tank. The fundamentals of the economy are in a
horrendous place. There are millions of Americans without health
care. The U.S. infrastructure received a grade of D+ last year.
The federal deficit is up 17 percent thanks to Trump’s tax cuts
and spending, the largest it’s been
in six years.
The trade deficit is on its way
to a 10-year high despite Trump’s
so-called art of dealmaking.
Credit card debt for the country
just recently passed $1 trillion,
and student debt has sweltered
to $1.5 trillion with no option for
bankruptcy. The national debt is
now over $21 trillion, but Trump
has somehow managed to turn
the economy around? Sounds like
make-believe.
-Pat Sikora
Journalism ‘20

Rising freshmen enrollment proves
CUNY can compete with big names

Hate crime laws are
still broken in America

CUNY's current increase in freshmen enrollment means it's definitely doing something right.

n 1998, Matthew Shepard was
savagely beaten by two men
in Wyoming with the butt of a
pistol while tied down to a fence.
When a cyclist found him 18 hours
later, the former thought Shepard
was a scarecrow because of how
limp he looked. Days later, Shepard died. Shephard suffered this
tragedy just because he was gay.
Twenty years later, Shepard’s
parents have decided to move
him to the Episcopal Church because they believed he deserved
a proper burial, and the people of
the church agreed.
The Episcopal dean selected
Shepard to be interred at the
church because of the "national
importance" Shepard held and
his "lasting contribution to humanity."
The community has also been
vocal about LGBTQ equality, from
hosting a same-sex wedding in
2010 to welcoming its first transgender preacher in 2014.
There have been great strides in
the LGBTQ community since 1998,
such as the ability to now "serve
openly in the military, work as TV
news anchors and federal judges,
win elections as big city mayors
and members of Congress," as
stated by Daily Herald.
In addition, in June 26, 2015,
the Supreme Court ruled in
Obergefell v. Hodges that it was a
fundamental right for same-sex
couples to marry because of due
process and the Equal Protection
Clause.
Now, 37 states and the District
of Columbia have legalized samesex marriage, while the other
states have "enacted constitutional or statutory bans on samesex marriage, known as 'Defense
of Marriage Acts,'" as recorded by

C

UNY recently released a
statement declaring a 4 percent increase of students
enrolling at its 18 senior and community colleges and an increase to
39,938 freshmen choosing CUNY.
This year's freshman class at
Baruch College is the largest in the
last decade, welcoming approximately 1,650 new students. Baruch is not alone in this impressive
growth; other CUNY campuses are
drawing more ambitious students,
following a five-year trend predicted by CUNY.
CUNY is no anomaly in seeing
an increase of enrolling freshmen.
Other colleges such as New York
University have seen growth of its
incoming class, but the magnitude
of how many students are flocking
to CUNY points out many new developments and issues of attending college in America in today's
society.
One huge selling point that al-

While CUNY is proud to say
more high school seniors are
considering their schools,
this influx brings forth
new stressors for CUNY's
already existing issues.
More students means more
records to track, classes to
be scheduled and hopeful
students to advise.

lures many applicants is CUNY’s
price.
Tuition for private colleges has
risen substantially over the last 10
years, and the added concern and
fear of student loans are currently
looming over every prospective
high school senior to an overwhelming degree.
CUNY's already affordable tuition is rare among the many expensive numbers sported by other
colleges, but CUNY also offers
myriad opportunities for students
to pay for college, such as the Excelsior Scholarship and Macaulay
Honors scholarship.
CUNY's commitment to keeping college affordable for New
Yorkers has impressively held up.
CUNY also offers over 1,750 majors and its New York City-based
campuses draw in students hoping
to experience the city's many educational offerings.
While CUNY is proud to say
more high school seniors are considering their schools, this influx
brings forth new stressors for CUNY's already existing issues. More
students means more records
to track, tuition payments to be
made, classes to be scheduled and
hopeful students to advise. CUNY
has developed an extensive system
for all this record keeping and organizing. However, it is not a perfect system.
Complaints have littered CUNY's impressive accomplishments
over long lines in financial offices,
confusing registration dates and
prerequisites — CUNY facilities
are the subject of several grievances anong students.
If CUNY wants to continue
growing and increasing the stu-

dent body, they’ll need better
funding and more time to control
the increased stress of new students.
Despite these inconveniences,
the value of the education at Baruch has been praised by various publications like U.S. News &
World Report, Forbes and The New
York Times. Sadly, this achievement is overshadowed by preconceived notions many people hold
when comparing CUNY to private
universities.
A CUNY degree lacks the prestige that one from Columbia University has, but by comparing
prestige and name recognition
people are dumbing down the
many aspects it takes to produce a
successful academic experience in
college.
Many CUNY graduates hold
jobs in impressive fields, and many
current students continue that
success of alumni with several internships and academic achievements.
The various opportunities for
individual growth at CUNY may
not hold the glitz and glamour of a
well-known name, but as previous
alumni have proven, it gets the job
done.
This new development in enrollment opens CUNY's future to
many new possibilities. With more
freshmen expected in the years
to come, CUNY is succeeding in
breaking down barriers and notions against public universities,
while also assuming immense responsibility to improve in fostering
future generations.
-Sven Larsen
Journalism '22

I

Governing magazine.
Since 1998, there have been
great strides in the LGBTQ community, but there are still 15 states
that will not "address sexual orientation or gender identity in their
hate crime laws," and "another
five states have no hate crime laws
at all," CNN said. It is appalling to
find out that without laws defining
hate crimes against the community, many perpetrators can walk
scot-free.
Moreover, the state of Wyoming
is one of the many states that does
not recognize the 1998 incident as
a hate crime. Even in 2018, there
are still people that state that the
crimes against Matthew Shepard
were not "hate related."
It was not until 2009 when
former President Barack Obama
signed the Matthew Shepard and
James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act — "named for a black
man who was killed by three white
supremacists in Jasper, Texas"
— where it expanded the 1969
hate crime law by including hate
crimes against "victim’s actual or
perceived gender, disability, sexual orientation, or gender identity."
Though the current administration is critical when it comes
to the efforts of the LGBTQ community, advocates have started to
vote for politicians who are able
to make progressive change. In
addition, the MAP, or Movement
Advanced Project, has created a
website dedicated to the progress
and lists advocates for change.
It is now up to the people to
continue to vote for a change in
laws, a law that will speak up for
and defend Matthew Shepard.
-Alison Lui
Accounting '22
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Lack of affordable housing suffocates NYC low-income families
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
According to a recently released
New York City Housing and Vacancy Survey, 44 percent of New York
households are rent-burdened,
which means that these households
pay more than 30 percent of income
toward rent, which is accounted
for after rental housing vouchers
and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits are applied.
Over half of these households
are severely rent-burdened, meaning 50 percent of their income may
go to rent.
Severe rent burdens are most
common among single-person
households. Seniors and single
parents are also severely rent-burdened. Many of these people earn
less than 50 percent of the Area Median Income.
Mayor Bill de Blasio and his administration have promised to create or preserve 300,000 affordable
units by 2026, with 25 percent reserved for the lowest-income New
Yorkers. This is part of his larger
Housing New York 2.0 agenda.
In addition, the mayor has increased city funding for the New
York City Housing Authority to
combat the deterioration of affordable units in public housing. However, the number of low-income
New Yorkers who pay more than
half their income to rent is about
368,000 households, which is substantially more than the number of
affordable units the city administration aims to make available. The
mayor has also increased city funding for NYCHA.
Though the city is building

and preserving more affordable
housing than ever before, federal programs continue to be
critical of supporting the poorest
households.
The de Blasio administration
is almost five years into its housing plan. The amount of housing
units the state government plans
to make available represents more
than 8 percent of the city's total
housing stock.
Though the de Blasio administration — as well as the Bloomberg administration that preceded
it — prevented more households
from becoming rent-burdened, the
share of struggling tenants in New
York has not been reduced.
Between 2014 and 2017, the
share of rent-burdened households
increased by 2 percent, and the
amount of severely rent-burdened
households remained the same. In
the fiscal year 2018, the value of city
capital dollars dedicated toward
this cause exceeded $1 billion for
the first time.
A report made by the Real Affordability for All coalition revealed
that only 14 percent of the 77,650
affordable housing units that were
created under the mayor’s plan
have targeted families earning less
than $25,000 a year, which many
argue are the ones who need the
most assistance.
Also, under a quarter of New
York’s lowest-income residents
live in the rent-stabilized apartments created through the city’s
programs. Critics of the mayor
argue that more apartments
have to be made available at the
lower-income tiers in order to
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Under the de Blasio administration, there has been little progress in preserving and creating more affordable housing.
help people in those brackets.
The Citizens Budget Commission discovered in a recent report
that over two-thirds of the poorest
New Yorkers who spent less than
30 percent of their income on rent
received one of the two federal subsidies available.
These subsidies include Section 8 vouchers, which bridges
the difference between the price
a landlord wants and what a tenant can afford to pay, and public

housing, which is administered by
NYCHA.
In addition, because of years
of underfunding and mismanagement, NYCHA’s public housing
units are in substandard living condition, and the estimated cost of
repairing them is nearly $32 billion,
which is considerably larger than
the state’s budget.
In recent years, even the more
affordable neighborhoods in New
York, such as Ridgewood, Crown

Heights and Kingsbridge, have become too expensive for many to
afford.
As a result, people have been
moving to farther areas in New York
such as New Rochelle, Yonkers,
Tarrytown and Fleetwood, as well
as to commutable towns and cities in New Jersey and Connecticut.
Those who are looking for housing
in New York City face the obstacle
of high rents and few units of affordable housing.
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A Financial Briefing by Baruch College’s Investment Management Group
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s the geopolitical landscape
continues moving with uncertainty and the world is
entering a phase of heightened
technological development, a constant focus is the aerospace and defense sector. Overall the aerospace
and defense industry strengthened
in 2018 as revenues increased by
7.65 percent, almost quadrupling
last year’s 2.1 percent growth.
Events such as the political dispute
between the United States and China pose security threats for many
governments involved.
In response, the U.S. government has signed the omnibus
spending bill, which set the Department of Defense’s budget at
$700 billion, which is about a 20
percent increase in two years. As
a whole, Deloitte analysts expect a
growth in global defense spending
at a compounded annual growth
rate of 3 percent from 2017-2022.
Tensions in developing countries
such as India also factor into this
continued growth, which shows
little signs of slowing down.
At the moment, the aerospace
market is dominated by large key
players, such as Airbus and Boeing, which control a combined 92.4
percent of the commercial aircraft
market.
Growth in the aerospace industry is fueled by a rise in the middle
class, which is estimated at an additional 140 million individuals
annually. This leads to increased
capital expenditure in related fields
such as air travel, which was recorded at a record-high backlog of
14,215 commercial aircraft units
at the end of 2017. The industry is
facing increased demand and is
becoming consolidated and more
efficient moving forward.
Increased global fears of warfare

and border disputes and increased
trade activity are the primary drivers for growth in the aerospace sector. The Pentagon is pivoting its defense focus toward China, Russia,
North Korea and Iran, and there
is a renewed market for aerospace
presence in these regions. China is
also active in land disputes such as
that in the South China Sea, which
contributes to the overall security
threat in the region.
As a result, aerospace defense
companies with a large government client base have seen a sharp
uptick in their contract flow. Lockheed Martin — with U.S. government agencies as its largest client
— has recently been awarded a
$2.9 billion contract for the manufacture of missile warning satellites
for the U.S. Air Force. This is reflective of the tense political situation
worldwide and translates into overall gains for the aerospace defense
sector.
Globalization and an increasing reliance on intellectual capital
have resulted in businesses and individuals traveling overseas at one
of the highest rates in recent years.
In total, revenue passenger miles
increased 7 percent in 2017, which
is above 6 percent annual growth
for the third consecutive year.
As a result, major aircraft manufacturers are looking internally toward the growth of their processes,
as well as key acquisitions in the
mergers and acquisitions’ space to
continue innovating.
Boeing has recently acquired
a majority stake in the commercial aircraft arm of Brazilian plane
maker Embraer S.A. for $3.8 billion, effectively thrusting the large
American maker into the lowerend aircraft market.
The expansion of aerospace

company operations through
mergers and acquisitions opens up
the possibility for increased solutions for large-scale institutional
clients, such as governments and
private contractors. Furthermore,
the opportunity for machine learning and automation in aiding the
manufacturing process are touted
possibilities in the sector.
Drone use for inspection of
aircraft wear and tear and inventory management on blockchain
systems are just a few examples
of the potential for future aircraft
production, which could be implemented into company processes in
the coming years. As a whole, the
aerospace sector is in the process of
entering the next generation of solutions and has a positive forward
outlook.
Increasing global tensions are
driving growth for the defense industry. The United States and China have recently taken aggressive
stances toward each other. President Donald Trump imposed multiple tariffs on Chinese goods, with
China responding by imposing its
own tariffs on U.S. goods.
There is also increased demand
for defense and military products
in emerging markets. For example,
ISIS is a major threat to countries
in Africa such as Syria, Iraq and
Afghanistan. These countries are
forced to spend money on defense
to protect themselves against terror
strikes and cyberattacks.
Due to these global tensions,
defense stocks will become hot investments for the next five years.
The leaders in defense are the participants of the Pentagon’s Boeing
MQ-25A Stingray competition.
This competition was designed
to create the U.S. Navy’s first carrier-based drone, with Boeing win-

ning the competition and an $805
million contract to produce four
naval drones. The competitors also
included Lockheed Martin and
General Atomics. Lockheed Martin is the world’s biggest defense
contractor and specializes in aerospace defense. General Atomics is a
private company that specializes in
creating military drones.
Another driver for the defense
industry is the need for cybersecurity. Cyberattacks such as data
threats, ransomware and malware
outbreaks can cause critical disruption for unprepared countries.
Data breaches have surged over
the past years with digital security
company Gemalto reporting that
1.38 billion records were breached
in 2016 and 1.9 billion records
breached in the first half of 2017.
These data breaches can lead to
leaked personal data and identify
theft, which has affected 15.4 million consumers.
Due to these threats, the cybersecurity market is expected to grow
from $138 billion in 2017 to $248.26
billion in 2022. The main attackers are Russia, China, Iran and
North Korea, which has been testing destructive cyberattacks aimed
toward the United States and its
allies.
To combat this, the U.S. government has invested a lot of money
in companies that can protect it
from these attacks. Companies
that the United States has relied
on are Booz Allen Hamilton, Palo
Alto Networks and CyberArk. Booz
protects the government's information through encryption, which has
shown to be the most effective way
to protect data.
Palo Alto Networks protects its
customers through next-generation firewalls and is best positioned

among its competitors to experience robust growth in 2019. CyberArk is unique because it actually
protects companies from internal
threats such as corporate spies or
disgruntled employees. As a whole,
the defense sector is in the process
of heating up as countries have
prioritized spending on defense
to protect themselves from other
countries and cyberattacks.
The aerospace and defense industry has experienced significant
growth in 2018, with expectations
of greater growth in 2019. On the
aerospace side, global fears of warfare have caused the government to
sign contracts with aerospace securities to protect themselves from
outside threats.
Due to growing globalization
and improved transportation,
many middle-class citizens from
emerging markets have traveled
overseas at higher rates. Finally,
major aerospace manufacturers
are looking to move into the merger
and acquisitions’ space in order to
attract new clients.
On the defense side, global tensions have resulted in many countries spending money on defense
to protect themselves from cyberattacks and missile and drone attacks.
The U.S. government has taken
many steps to give defense companies new opportunities, such as
increasing the defense spending
bill and creating competition between the defense titans to improve
technology. Overall, the aerospace
and defense industry is anticipating the emergence of conflict and
new-age technology, and it is wellpositioned to reap its benefits.
By Anqin Chen, Nikhil Kumar and
Liam Minerva
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Gorillas may be the key to understanding human fatherhood
BY ALI HUSSAIN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Contrary to the popular notion
of the raging alpha male beast, a
study on mountain gorillas shows
that the best reproductive and evolutionary strategy is fatherhood.
It is not unusual for animals,
such as lions, to dispose of the
cubs of other animals should they
knock the competition out of contention. However, a previous study
in Rwanda revealed that mountain
gorillas seem to share the quirk of
caring for kids, even if those kids
are not their own but are part of the
same social sphere. What a recent
study aimed to do was answer why
a male gorilla would protect and
become fatherly to children that
are not his.
“Mountain gorillas and humans are the only great apes in
which males regularly develop
strong social bonds with kids, so
learning about what mountain gorillas do and why helps us understand how human males may have
started down the path to our more
involved form of fatherhood,” said
Stacy Rosenbaum, lead author of
the study and a post-doctoral fellow in anthropology at Northwestern University.
“We’ve known for a long time
that male mountain gorillas compete with one another to gain access to females and mating opportunities, but these new data suggest
that they may have a more diverse
strategy,” Rosenbaum added.
“Even after multiple controls
for dominance ranks, age and the
number of reproductive chances
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Male gorillas who have strong bonds with both their own offspring and other young gorillas in ther community were found to be much more successful at reproduction.
they get, males who have these
bonds with kids are much more
successful.”
This seems to allude to a possible origin of humanity’s own fathering skills, as well as an explanation of the popularity of polygamy
— specifically polygyny, or having
multiple wives — for humans in
prehistoric times, as well as in the
rest of the animal kingdom.
Though monogamy is favored in
most parts of the world these days,
humanity has practiced polygyny
for the majority of its existence as
it made sense evolutionarily to
do so. Additionally, it made sense

evolutionarily to take care of kids
in order to have a greater chance
of spreading genes since the presentation of a father figure that can
provide the most fatherly guidance
and care to offspring attracts more
females.
In human males, this trait is
somewhat transferable, considering that testosterone levels decrease after the birth of a child,
presumably because the male is no
longer on the hunt for reproduction and therefore does not need to
produce as much facial hair, muscle or heat to attract a mate.
Additionally, the reduction of

aggressiveness caused by the testosterone aids in the development
of the newborn.
“In human males, testosterone
declines as men become fathers,
and this is believed to help focus
their attention on the needs of the
newborn,” said Christopher Kuzawa, a co-author of this study and
a researcher who co-authored a
study on the same topic in the journal Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences in 2011.
“Might gorillas that are particularly engaged in infant interaction experience similar declines in
testosterone? Because this would

probably impede their ability to
compete with other males, evidence that testosterone goes down
would be a clear indication that
they must be gaining some real
benefit — such as attracting mates.
Alternatively, if it does not go
down, this suggests that high testosterone and caretaking behavior
don’t have to be mutually exclusive
in mountain gorillas.”
The researchers aim to answer
these questions in depth in the
coming months with the help of
long-term knowledge of the way
hormones function in response to
life situations.

Gene editing opens the door to a world without genetic disorders
BY ALI HUSSAIN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Two unrelated studies published in the journal Nature Medicine highlight the progress that’s
been made in one of the major
goals of gene editing: preventing the perpetuation of genetic
disorders.
Both studies build on existing
knowledge of the CRISPR-Cas9
complex, a genome editing tool
that has gained a lot of popularity
in recent years and has since been
at the forefront of the discussion
on gene editing. The CRISPR-Cas9
system utilizes highly specific DNA
editing techniques taken from prokaryotic cells and originally used
to fight off viruses. Harnessing the
power of this system, scientists
can entirely cut out discrete sets
of genes.
The first study reported was
conducted by researchers at the
University of Pennsylvania whose
aim was to rid rats of a rare liver disease — hereditary tyrosinemia type
1 or HT1 — involving the inability to break down a specific amino
acid, tyrosine. This inability causes
liver and kidney dysfunction and
intellectual disabilities.
The usual treatment for this
disease is a strict diet and a drug
called nitisinone that treats some of
the effects.
If the disease is left to progress,
it could result in liver failure or
cancer. Since HT1 is essentially the
result of a harmful mutation, the
researchers wanted to see if they
could fight the mutation as a whole
by deleting the sequence responsible for the dysfunction.
They went on to report that the
mice treated with gene editing exhibited greater liver function than
those that received nitisinone.
Though this study did not use the
CRISPR-Cas9 complex by itself, the
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Genetic disorders may eventually be a thing of the past with inventions like the CRISPR-Cas9 system, which can cut out specific sets of genes out of human DNA.
point of the study was to use another system, base editor 3, in order
to circumvent an issue that is often
touted against the functionality of
the CRISPR-Cas9 system.
The complaint often lobbied
against the CRISPR-Cas9 system is
that after the DNA has been cut, the
subsequent reparation process can
produce unintended consequences, thereby causing more problems
than the unit started off with. The
fact that the mice treated with base
editor 3 remained stable months
after they were born pointed to
the idea that gene editing does not
necessarily have to be a volatile
process.
“We think this represents a safer and more precise way to make
changes in the genome,” said Dr.

Kiran Musunuru of the Perelman
School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania and a co-leader
of the study, in an interview with
Business Insider. “It’s is [sic] the
better way forward if you want to
take CRISPR into the clinic.”
The second study from the journal involved researchers at the
science, technology, engineering
and mathematics university, ETH
Zurich in Switzerland, who were
working with mice and a metabolic liver disease, phenylketonuria, or PKU, which is similar to
HT1 in that the treatment is the
same — a specialized diet — and
both diseases are caused by genetic
abnormalities.
In an organism with PKU, the
body can no longer metabolize the

amino acid phenylalanine, letting
its count build up and end up disrupting the neural functions of the
organism.
Similar results seen in the first
study were found in the second,
corroborating the story proposed
by the University of Pennsylvania of
the positive effects of CRISPR usage
with base editor 3 guidance. Both
teams of scientists involved in the
research came to their own conclusions that though this is a step
in the right direction, more work
needs to be done before this can be
attempted on humans. Specifically,
the Switzerland researchers intend
to study larger animal models, such
as the pig, which would be more
closely related to humans than
mice are.

“A lot more animal work needs
to be done before we can even
think about applying this [fetal genome editing] clinically,” said William H. Peranteau, a pediatric and
fetal surgeon at the Children’s Hospital of Pennsylvania, in science
news site STAT.
“But I think fetal genome editing may be where fetal surgery
[which is now routine] once was,
and that one day we’ll use it to treat
diseases that cause significant morbidity and mortality.”
Due to this revelation that we
may possibly be able to halt certain genetic disorders, there comes
hope that one day there will be no
true genetic disorders and that
long and healthy lives can be all but
guaranteed at birth.
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Orson Welles' latest film debuts — 30 years after director's death

BENJAMIN WALLIN
The Other Side of the Wind is
fascinating to discuss, but a lousy
film. Though director Orson Welles
has been dead for over 30 years, his
film, which began production in
1970, had its premiere this year at
the Venice Film Festival and made
its way to Lincoln Center’s 56th
New York Film Festival this month.
Incomplete reels of film sat
untouched for years until Netflix
bought the rights to Welles’ longincomplete work and brought
producers Filip Jan Rymsza, Frank
Marshall and Peter Bogdanovich onboard to complete the final
work by the famed director of Citizen Kane.
The entirety of the film takes
place on a single day, the birthday
of Jake Hannaford, an aging director played by John Huston. Accompanying him nearly throughout the
film is Brooks Otterlake, a self-proclaimed “apostle” of Jake’s. Before
the party and over the course of the
celebration, a workprint of Jake’s
new, incomplete, experimental
film is shown. The film-within-afilm is also called The Other Side of
the Wind.
A trailer released in August indicated something of a fast-paced
film, along the lines of Welles’ 1973

film, F for Fake, moving along and
hopping from location to location.
The Other Side of the Wind does
have a positive forward momentum, but it runs out of steam after a
bit, and for a while, the film drags.
This is a found-footage film, constructed — within the plot itself
— out of footage taken by reporters and photographers on this one
day. The shots change from one
vantage point to another, sometimes even changing from color to
black-and-white film, but none of
these stylistic choices is enough to
inject life into this work.
The biggest fault in the film is
that there isn’t much to care about.
People talk, discuss and argue
throughout. There’s rarely a moment without talk.
But among the discussions
of the movie and religion — Jake
makes a big point of referring to
God as “she” — there is nothing
quite that interesting at play.
Even if the many conversations
amounted to anything more than
just ramblings and meaningless
arguments, the movie still fails
by having no significant forward
thrust of a narrative.
Things happen, but they don’t
often have a relationship to one
another; they just happen. Early
on, a reference is made to the point
that Jake has no clear plan for what
his movie is supposed to be. “He’s
done it before,” says Billy Boyle,
one of Jake’s movie men, played by
Norman Foster.
Welles had more than one production for which he shot piecemeal, as he did for The Other Side
of the Wind, getting the actors

COURTESY OF NETFLIX

Oja Kodar, left, stars in a movie directed by Jake Hannaford, far right, an incredibly indulgent, wordless film within a film.
whenever they were available.
On some productions, he shot in
different countries by necessity,
getting whatever bits and pieces
of story he could, dealing with financial woes and production issues. But for The Other Side of the
Wind, there’s a lack of direction, as
though script ideas were filmed,
but not a whole movie. One can
only imagine what the film would
have looked like had Welles lived
to finish it.
Meanwhile, Jake’s The Other
Side of the Wind is said to be a
parody by Welles of European art
films, but it is too heavily leaned
upon, too unironically featured to
be taken that way.
The segments of this film in-

Too much Mustard on Mai's debut LP
SVEN LARSEN
STAFF WRITER

The world of hip-hop and
rhythm and blues has recently
been oversaturated with SoundCloud and mumble rappers who
have dominated the charts.
Very rarely has a female artist been able to contend against
her male peers in these genres to
achieve equal commercial success.
The changing face of hip-hop
and R&B has turned away from
the silky realm of female songstresses such as Alicia Keys, Sade
and Mariah Carey, but recently,
newcomer Ella Mai took the malefocused lens off with her charttopping single, “Boo’d Up.”
This earworm got Mai welcomed as an artist different from
her peers, and, less than a year
after its release, Mai debuted her
hopeful, self-titled record Ella
Mai.
DJ Mustard, a record producer
born under the name Dijon McFarlane, discovered Mai and has
since served as her de facto mentor for navigating the landscape of
modern R&B.
After manning the production
of key hip-hop anthems like “Rack
City” by Tyga and “Needed Me”
by Rihanna, DJ Mustard adds his
expertise to Mai’s debut, but his
signature style often overshadows
Mai’s own sound.
The predictable pounding bass
notes and shaking synths are littered within the tracks that contain Mai's interesting vocal talent,
but she manages to take control
on high points “Boo'd Up” and
“Dangerous.”
Mai also adds her own touch in
the record's introduction and interludes, which consist of dictionary definitions for words that spell
out “Ella Mai.”

Describing herself as someone
with “emotion” and “mystery”
and who is “aware” and “assertive,” Mai has many different sides
and perspectives that shine on the
record.
She playfully calls out love's
many miscommunications on
“Good Bad,” explaining that her
bad mood isn't always because of
a boyfriend's mistake but may be
because she “just spent about a
day doin' my hair.”
Mai ironically enunciates how
hard love can be on “Easy,” pleading, “Can't you see me, see me, see
me? / Be easy with my heart” over
the piano ballad.
The record's bonus track, “Naked,” reveals Mai’s most vulnerable and direct songwriting, closing the record’s love-heavy focus
with the request for “somebody
who loves me naked.”
Despite these fresh takes on
love’s many aspects, Ella Mai resorts to DJ Mustard’s prepackaged
formula for the majority of the record.
With moments feeling like
random arrangements of Urban
Dictionary definitions, Mai tries
too many times to make every
song contend as a club banger.
On “Sauce,” she awkwardly proclaims “There’s too much sauce in
the food for you,” while fitting as
many weirdly specific eating metaphors as possible into the slowburning track.
The British singer’s intention
and message often get lost in
translation.
Chris Brown makes an unsurprising appearance on “Whatchamacallit,” considering he is a
favorite of DJ Mustard. Brown and
Mai's collaboration not only feels
unnecessary but also stops any
momentum Ella Mai had to a direct halt.
“Whatchamacallit” has Mai

justifying that being unfaithful to
her boyfriend “ain't cheating / It's
a whatchamacallit.”
Mai proudly flexes her dictionary knowledge in the earlier interludes and opener, so this childish
proclamation of simultaneous
awareness and ignorance feels
silly and boring.
It is also disappointing to see
a young female artist work with
Brown, a convicted abuser who
is the antithesis for what Ella Mai
can represent for the future of the
genre.
Mai's other collaborations with
John Legend and H.E.R. on “Everything” and “Gut Feeling,” respectively, both fail to bring out Mai’s
potential. “Gut Feeling” poses a
bouncy pre-chorus that lifts into a
smooth chorus, but the track gets
camouflaged into the rest of the
record's predictable sway.
Aside from the conservative
attempts on a sonic level, Mai
proves herself on the leading single “Boo’d Up,” which successfully
masters a modern take on the
R&B of the ‘90s.
The rattling synths and layered
hi-hats welcome Mai to today's
music landscape that is hungry
for nostalgia. Being able to top
charts and beat out heavyweights
like Drake and Bruno Mars, Mai
broke through the musical glass
ceiling that hung over previous
R&B songstresses like Tinashe
and Jhene Aiko.
The last time a female artist
topped the R&B and hip-hop endof-year chart was Beyonce back in
2012 with “Love on Top.” This gap
feels especially deep considering
how many talented female artists
have come out since then, such as
Rihanna, SZA and Nicki Minaj.
Despite being full of rookie
mistakes, Ella Mai leaves room for
improvement that the British artist proves she is capable of.

terspersed are the most indulgent
sequences present. These pieces
star Oja Kodar — Welles’ longtime
companion and his co-writer on
the film — as a woman who planted a bomb and Bob Random as the
enticed man following her.
As in two extended sequences
of F for Fake, Welles shows off Kodar in a way that would be leering
from a non-companion but comes
across as uncomfortable regardless.
He pushes his fascination for
the actress onto viewers, asking
them to look at her, to feel enamored, when she does not provide that kind of presence. F for
Fake had a sequence edited to
show men ogling Kodar while she
walked down a street. In The Other

Side of the Wind, Welles ogles Kodar through his camera, and the
viewer ends up feeling like a third
wheel, invisible to the lovers going
much further than would be prudent in front of others.
It’s a shame that Welles didn’t
have a better final film under his
name. The Other Side of the Wind
has staying power; it can be felt
minutes after leaving the theater,
but it just can’t hold itself together. It feels exactly like what it is: a
sketchy reconstruction of a messy
production. At least there’s more
by which Welles can be remembered.
The Other Side of the Wind will
be released in select theaters and
on Netflix on Nov. 2.

Grammy U offers arts
opportunities at Baruch
AIDAN DOMINGUEZ
MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

On Oct. 11, The Music Industry
Club of Baruch College hosted its
third Grammy U event. Grammy
U is directly associated with the
Recording Academy and its most
famous and notable award, the
Grammy.
As part of its mission, Grammy
U “provides aspiring professionals with the tools and opportunities necessary to start a career in
music.” The student representative of the New York chapter, Jessica McDevitt, was present at the
event.
Students in attendance received information and insights
on the Grammy U program and
learned what it takes to join the
program as a member. The Grammy U program has a few requirements that students must meet,
but offers valuable benefits for
those who do fulfill the requirements and join the program.
With the Zicklin School of Business being the most notable out
of Baruch's three schools, it is not
hard to deny why business is so
important to the Baruch name and
image. Many students and alumni
studied it and have become successful, in the fields of accounting,
finance and marketing. While this
is good for the students who pursue an education in business, it
can leave out those who want to
pursue a creative pursuit. Grammy
U offers an opportunity for musically inclined students.
For a student to join the program, they must satisfy one of the
following membership qualifications: attend a music school or
technical training school, pursue
a major or minor in music en-

tertainment or music business
or plan to work in the music or
recording industry upon graduation, utilizing their chosen field
of study. For those who do meet
one of these requirements, a $50
membership fee offers access to
the program for the rest of their
time as an undergraduate, as well
as two post-graduate years.
With this membership many
programs are offered, such as Industry Insights, Masterclass and
SoundCheck, as well as mentorship, internship and volunteering opportunities. Each program
deepens the knowledge about
current trends in the industry, as
well as develops the skills that are
essential to go from a novice to a
professional within the industry.
Grammy U’s most noteworthy
program is its SoundCheck program, which gives members an
opportunity to look exclusively
into an artist’s rehearsal prior to
a concert and a private Q&A with
the artist and their support team
after the concert.
The program’s most recent
and notable events have included
SoundChecks with Beyoncé, behind the scenes at Universal Music
Publishing Group and volunteering at the 60th Annual Grammy
Awards.
The Weissman School of Arts
and Sciences offers a major in
management of musical enterprises, which allows students to
officially study music and entertainment-related courses to better prepare for a career within the
music industry.
The Music Industry Club of Baruch recommends that interested
students contact them and look
into information about Grammy
U, which is available online.
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The Velvet Underground’s team saw the explusion of multiple members over the years, including German singer Nico and producer Andy Warhol, but their influence continues to be felt today in the music the band inspired.

‘The Velvet Underground Experience’ celebrates iconic group
MIGUEL MODESTO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Velvet Underground were
pioneers of alternative rock, protopunk and art rock who inspired a
generation of artists. Frontman Lou
Reed and multi-instrumentalist
John Cale were the creative forces
behind the band that inspired a
slew of artists that came after them.
Artists like David Bowie, The
Strokes, The Smiths, Nirvana and
many more cite The Velvet Underground as an influence on their
music. “The Velvet Underground
Experience,” a newly opened exhibit, offers fans an insight on how
the band came to be, while also
providing a visual of New York City
in the 1960s.
The exhibit started off its opening week with a celebration on
Oct. 10 with Cale, musician James
Murphy and poet Laurie Anderson
— Reed’s widow — in attendance,
followed by a special walk-and-talk
by French industrial designer Matali Crasset on Oct. 11. An event on
Oct. 13 offered a special Q&A with
Cale himself.
At the Q&A, Cale told stories
of The Velvet Underground’s beginnings, insane live shows, experimentation, advice from artist
Andy Warhol, Warhol's fallout with
Reed and — the oddest story of

all — and the time a band played
at a psychiatric convention. “We
blasted them,” Cale recalls from the
event. Afterward, Cale answered
questions from the audience that
ranged from his time in the band
and his personal artistry to the
meaning behind some of his works.
Pictures of New Yorkers protesting the Vietnam War, as well
as photos of neighborhoods before gentrification, flooded the entrance of the exhibit, setting up the
stark contrast of the past and present. Pictures of old music clubs that
no longer exist and young artists
such as Bob Dylan decorated the
walls that took viewers to the music
scene of the time.
One of the exhibit’s highlights
was its rare photos of the band in
its early stages. Each band member is given their own tribute with
their eventual inclusion of the band
shown by a timeline at the entrance
of the exhibit.
German singer Nico had her
own tribute as well, even though
she was only with The Velvet Underground for their first album,
before Reed kicked her out of the
band.
Reed and Cale were both given a
mini-documentary that explained
their adolescence and how they
eventually crossed paths.
It's impossible to talk about The

Velvet Underground without discussing Warhol’s significance in the
band’s lore.
Warhol was a pop culture icon
and modern artist, but he was also
the band’s manager for a short period of time, during which he had
a great influence on the group. He
produced the band’s first album
and produced the now-iconic artwork. He was also responsible for
Nico’s inclusion in the group.
Warhol's artwork and photos of
the band in the ‘60s with the artist
reflect the pop culture movement
happening in New York at the time.
While viewers walked through
the exhibit, they could hear the
songs from The Velvet Underground’s first album, The Velvet
Underground & Nico, being played
over the loud speaker. Rolling Stone
ranked the album No. 13 on its “Top
500 albums of all time” list and No.
5 on its “Top 100 debut albums of
all time” list.
The debut album is what inspired a generation of artists who
copied its template. However, it
wasn’t always seen that way. For an
album that is universally acclaimed
today, it was originally panned by
critics and declared a financial failure at the time of its release.
It wasn’t until years later, when
its influence could be heard in
bands that took from its unconven-

tional sound. Music producer Brian
Eno once said that although The
Velvet Underground & Nico only
sold 30,000 copies in five years, everyone who bought a copy started
a band. The exhibit displayed copies of the original pressing, which
is extremely sought after today and
even showcased one autographed
by all members of the band, including Nico and Warhol.
Downstairs, fans could find the
works that inspired Reed and the
band, ranging from the book that
gave them the idea for the band’s
name to the book Venus In Furs,
which inspired the song of the
same name.
The other main attraction in the
lower level of the exhibit was a wall
of artists that the band inspired,
showing the influence the band’s
music has had over a span of five
decades, shaping the rock music
available today. While staring at
the wall, viewers could hear covers
of The Velvet Underground’s music, including a cover of “Here She
Comes Now” by Nirvana.
The exhibit’s weirdest attraction, however, was a room that
required ID to get into. Inside was
a projector playing vintage adult
films from the ‘60s, showcasing gay
erotica, while The Beatles’ “All You
Need is Love” played.
In an exhibit about a band that

changed the sound of alternative
rock music, one might ask what
this room had to do with anything
related to the band.
It was supposed to represent
what the band stood for, as well
as the era in which it thrived. The
room reflected the hippie era that
promoted love and freedom of expression.
The exhibit is for fans of The
Velvet Underground. as well as for
people who appreciate the foundation they laid for artists that came
after them.
On the second floor of the exhibit, viewers could buy vintage
vinyl records that can go for thousands of dollars.
Needless to say, this was one of
the most unnecessary parts of the
exhibit, as most fans weren’t willing to drop thousands of dollars
for vintage vinyl, but it was, indeed,
cool to see some original pressings.
A small portion of the exhibit
was dedicated to The Velvet Underground’s career post-Warhol
and Cale, in which their last three
records before the band’s demise in
1970 were shown.
Although Reed, Cale and Warhol all had a falling out, there was a
picture of all three laughing in 1976
that could be seen on the way out.
Their influence on the music industry continues to be felt today.

Reporting by Erik Kantar
Photos courtesy of BFF

After receiving more than 1,300 submissions — a record-breaking number
— the annual Bushwick Film Festival screened for its 11th straight year on
Oct. 10-14, with over 40 events ranging from feature and short film screenings to special events, red carpets to talks with industry leaders. Seconds
after getting off the L train and hiking up the stairs to Morgan Avenue, there
is an almost instantaneous realization that Bushwick is the epicenter of
Brooklyn’s artistic community, with gigantic graffiti murals prominent on
the walls as the film festival red carpet nears. Over the last decade, BFF has
screened the works of nearly 500 independent filmmakers from Brooklyn
and over 40 different countries, proudly shining a spotlight on everything
that Bushwick is about.

I

n The Best of All Worlds, Adrian Wachter, a 7-year-old Austrian schoolboy, appears before the audience as a gentle, curious and young soul. He enjoys playing with his toy bow and arrows, fighting off
monsters in his imaginary world and proclaiming to all that one day he’ll become an adventurer. All
seems normal; many young children have the same vivid imagination. However, as Adrian’s mother,
Helga, battles with a heroin addiction, it seems all the more likely that Adrian’s imagination is a route of
safe escape, where Adrian can live — even if it’s for a short while — in a world of his own, oblivious to the
fear in his real world.
After a year on a jampacked festival tour, director Adrian Goiginger, screened his based-on-a-truestory feature at the BFF, highlighting the unfortunate and all-too-common world of the children who are
affected by their parent’s addiction. Although the film is entirely in German, there seems to be no problem communicating the emotionally packed script through subtitles. The writing team repeatedly makes
bold statements with choices to include rather graphic scenes, many of which explore the relationship
between childhood behavior and the temptations of drugs. These scenes are hard to watch but incredibly important to the integrity and depth of the story.
It is clear that Goiginger did not necessarily care about how uncomfortable his truthful displays make
viewers feel, as the importance of his work is in its creation of a meaningful dialogue around issues affecting innocent children around the world. As the pacing rolls on, the importance of family values is
placed under a microscope, specifically with the stark use of contrast in the film’s exploration of the
Wachter family’s conventions. Without the establishment of these conventions, there would be nothing to compare them to, rendering the film disconnected to the emotions of real life. The precision and
intensity with which Goiginger establishes these modes in his film sets a stage for meaningful dialogue,
truly setting itself apart from ordinary films.

Are You Glad I'm Here?

The Best of All Worlds

T

his bilingual comedy-drama follows Nadine, a Lebanese woman, and Kirsten, an American girl, as they become friends in a story of self-discovery and loyalty. Nadine is a resilient housewife, even though years of
taking care of a husband sinking into alcoholism have nearly crushed her vivacious spirit. Kirsten is a quirky,
self-assured post-graduate who moves to Beirut to teach English and gain life experience. As Kirsten becomes increasingly involved in Nadine’s personal life, tensions begin to simmer — until one night they find themselves becoming partners-in-crime.
Displaying the clashing of Western and Middle Eastern values, director Noor Gharzeddine prioritizes her debut
feature film’s focus on the role of women in society, using the unlikely friendship formed between Nadine and Kirsten as her vehicle. Using two women, from two different backgrounds and on the opposite sides of the gender-role
spectrum, is a thoughtful, well-played experiment on Gharzeddine’s part. The characters are carefully crafted by
writer Samuel Cyrenius Anderson, with Kirsten — representing the freedom and liberation that feminism can grant
to a contained, trapped housewife — struggling to find her happiness in her current arrangement. While the material and character quality are certainly there, the pace of the movie is quite slow, struggling to captivate the audience
as it focuses a little too much on rather mundane aspects of life.
Although the mundane has an importance in truth value and the grounding of a story, these aspects would have
been better if they were balanced with scenes that display more intensity and tension. Although danger is faced by
characters in various scenes, this danger struggles to grab the viewer from the screen and take them on an emotional roller coaster. Although depth like this may not be required in all movies, it should’ve been considered more
in this drama infused with domestic violence. However, as a wave of feminist political reform gains momentum in
the Middle East, a film like this certainly has a place in modern society.

Lost in Apocalypse

L

ost in Apocalypse, a debut feature film for director Sky Wang, is a perfect example of a classic Hollywood zombie movie infused with Chinese culture.
With Asian actors not receiving much representation in the major American
film industry, a cast entirely of Chinese actors and actresses speaking their native
tongue is a refreshing sight. Unable to differentiate itself from typical American
zombie movies script-wise, the film is written with classic “chases through building” hallways, inches away from being infected at any given moment, as survivors
ruthlessly kill to live another hour. However, an important difference from any
American zombie movie lies in the cinematography style with which scenes are
approached.
A tell-tale sign of the Chinese influence in the film, Wang adopts harsher,
more abrupt panning techniques in the filming of action and fight scenes, which
closely resemble classic karate movies — the same legendary, standard-setting
style that filmmakers on set with Bruce Lee made famous. Void of Hollywood’s
flashy, explosion- and artillery-filled action scenes, the actors only use household items that are around them to fight, speaking to the resourceful nature of the
director, who mentioned that the crew’s limited budget forced it to rely on singletake shooting quite often. A scene that involves the group escaping from zombies
while trapped in a parking garage, for example, required the back window of a
car to be broken and climbed into so that the car could be driven away. Since the
single window is the only window the cast could afford to break, the scene in the
movie was instructed to be filmed in one take, placing tremendous pressure on
the actors to get the crucial scene right on the first try.
Although resourceful, both negative and positive aspects of this are on display.
On the lighter notes, the stage crew’s creativity in fully embracing all resources
shows in certain unconventional approaches to what can be possible, such as
glass bottles being used as weapons instead of knives or guns. However, this same
scrappy resourcefulness begins to work against the actors when scenes grow
downright corny, with the exaggerations of the power of certain makeshift household weapons sometimes appearing childish in the process. Aside from cinematography, the film doesn't have much as it struggles to captivate the audience and
separate itself from the zombie genre that tends to box filmmakers in.

Midnight Peep Show

S

peaking to the versatility of the BFF curating panel, short films that are considered controversial and dark were showcased in a midnight screening on Friday, Oct. 12. The range of these outrageous short films stretches from a film
that portrays the Trumps as members of a privileged, wealthy family that engages in
incest, to a gay man who wants to learn how to be able to be “the best bottom ever,”
resulting in him going to outrageous measures to ensure that he can be a partner to
the largest man in the community. It’s important to understand that these are only
two examples of the six short films that showcased in this series, the others of which
are equally as uncomfortable.
However, the film festival deserves praise for lending a screen to these questionable forms of art. When viewing these particular types of pieces, it is important to understand that art requires certain levels of bravery. Digging deep into society’s dark
caverns of socially forbidden activities, in an effort to take a closer look and examine
these forms, helps viewers to learn to challenge themselves and grow as humans.
When seeing artists who go against the grain, apathetic to the vast criticisms they’d
face for the material they chose to produce, it is only fair for audiences to champion
them as heroes for the art world. In these short films, directors truly went above the
bar and beyond the normal conventions of film.

NEW YORK COFFEE FESTIVAL
Reporting and photos by Stacy Kim

“C

offee is a language in itself,” said Jackie Chan, the legendary Chinese martial artist and actor.
The annual New York Coffee Festival provided an exceptional experience to all coffee lovers
at the Metropolitan Pavilion from Oct. 12-14. Now in its fourth year of celebrating New York
coffee culture, the event featured over 100 innovative exhibitors, including Alpha Dominche, Stumptown Coffee Roasters, Devoción, Coffee of Grace, Five Elephant, Gotham Coffee Roasters, Joe Coffee
Company and many more.
It is noteworthy that 100 percent of profits from the New York Coffee Festival will go to Project Waterfall, which provides life-changing water products to seven coffee-growing countries: Nicaragua,
Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia and Vietnam. Since 2011, Project Waterfall has helped
bring clean drinking water to more than 37,000 people. At the Project Waterfall stand, visitors participated in the “Water Challenge” and tested who could hold a bucket full of water the longest. The
winner walked away with a prize chock-full of goodies. Project Waterfall, with an initiative of bringing
clean drinking water to people, sold Ecoffee Cups, for which 7.5 percent of all ongoing revenue will be
donated to coffee-producing communities in need.
Jeffrey Young, the festival’s founder and CEO of Allegra Group, said in an interview with The Ticker
that “coffee is a media platform for millions and millions,” and that he hoped to help the coffee industry “get more connectivity.” True to his word, dozens of coffee aficionados participated in the event
with their innovative products. One of the most prominent examples was Nobletree Coffee — a coffee
company based in the Red Hook neighborhood of Brooklyn, with one roastery there, two farms in
the Sul de Minas region of Brazil and cafés in the New York area. Nobletree presented “Spicy Mocha,”
composed of antiquado espresso, milk and “Whimsy and Spice” spiced chile hot chocolate mix, the
latter a spice recipe created by the coffee company’s baristas. Another creative product came from
Slayer Espresso, which sponsored Coffee Masters — a barista competition at the event. The company
also introduced a new espresso machine, the Steam LP. Sarah Dooley, director of Slayer’s customer
success, said, “We are honored and excited to partner with Coffee Masters. It has been a long-time
goal of ours to bring a very approachable working platform that truly is the barista’s machine.”

T

he New York Coffee Festival is the home of the Coffee Masters. Sponsored by
Slayer Espresso, Battenkill Valley, Silk Barista Collection, Mahlkonig and Hario,
the New York barista competition took place with 16 contenders participating
for a $5,000 prize, the prestigious title of Coffee Master, a tour of the Slayer factory and
lunch with founder Jason Prefontaine. Remy Molina, representing Café Barakah, was
declared the ultimate winner. The competitors were judged based on cupping, brewing, latte art, fulfilling orders, signature drink, espresso blend and origin.

C

offee jewelry, made by jewelry maker Anna Steinerová, offered a visual element of the coffee trade. Steinerová has introduced handmade, coffeethemed accessories through her company, Kaawa. Situated in the Czech
Republic, Kaawa has been specializing in coffee jewelry since 2013. Steinerová was
also selling handmade postcards that had the message, “Each postcard purchase
contributes to the activities of Club Aphasia,” which is a social service organization
in New York City.

I

n addition, a high-profile, coffee-themed exhibition featured the artwork of artists specializing in
various forms of art, including paintings, drawings, photography, film, design, sculpture and conceptual art. Artists of all levels could enter one piece of artwork that related to coffee. The drawing
“Sunday Morning” by Julia Getsos depicted the scene of people spending a day at the coffee shop.
“The scene, depicted here in the drawing, was both inspiring and welcoming,” Getsos wrote in her
description of the painting. “Inspiring for the amount of connection. Imagination and growth that can
be triggered by a cup of coffee.”
The figurative painting “Cafe Life” by Gwen Meyerson depicted a captivating young woman who
is “sipping an espresso and deep in her own thoughts.” Meyerson stated in a caption that the woman
in the drawing is “the main subject of my ‘slice of life’ cafe scene.” A percentage from the sale of each
artwork will be donated to Project Waterfall. Not only is the art exhibition conducive to clean drinking
water and sanitation to communities, but it also catches the eyes of coffee enthusiasts.

S

ituated right next to the music stage, a coffee cocktail bar treated people with signature drinks, such as Mr Black Nitro Espresso
Martini, Mr Black & Tonic and Spiked Ice Coffee.
Sipping the drinks, visitors were able to listen to
unsigned New York City musical acts. Musicians
included finalists from the Coffee Music Project, a
music competition for emerging artists.

D

ozens of people joined the New York
Coffee Festival for their love of coffee.
The impact of coffee and coffee shops
has been constantly growing as more and more
people are developing an affection for the joy
that coffee brews. The experience at the New
York Coffee Festival can be priceless to every
coffee lover.
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Gorillas may be the key to understanding human fatherhood
BY ALI HUSSAIN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Contrary to the popular notion
of the raging alpha male beast, a
study on mountain gorillas shows
that the best reproductive and evolutionary strategy is fatherhood.
It is not unusual for animals,
such as lions, to dispose of the
cubs of other animals should they
knock the competition out of contention. However, a previous study
in Rwanda revealed that mountain
gorillas seem to share the quirk of
caring for kids, even if those kids
are not their own but are part of the
same social sphere. What a recent
study aimed to do was answer why
a male gorilla would protect and
become fatherly to children that
are not his.
“Mountain gorillas and humans are the only great apes in
which males regularly develop
strong social bonds with kids, so
learning about what mountain gorillas do and why helps us understand how human males may have
started down the path to our more
involved form of fatherhood,” said
Stacy Rosenbaum, lead author of
the study and a post-doctoral fellow in anthropology at Northwestern University.
“We’ve known for a long time
that male mountain gorillas compete with one another to gain access to females and mating opportunities, but these new data suggest
that they may have a more diverse
strategy,” Rosenbaum added.
“Even after multiple controls
for dominance ranks, age and the
number of reproductive chances
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Male gorillas who have strong bonds with both their own offspring and other young gorillas in ther community were found to be much more successful at reproduction.
they get, males who have these
bonds with kids are much more
successful.”
This seems to allude to a possible origin of humanity’s own fathering skills, as well as an explanation of the popularity of polygamy
— specifically polygyny, or having
multiple wives — for humans in
prehistoric times, as well as in the
rest of the animal kingdom.
Though monogamy is favored in
most parts of the world these days,
humanity has practiced polygyny
for the majority of its existence as
it made sense evolutionarily to
do so. Additionally, it made sense

evolutionarily to take care of kids
in order to have a greater chance
of spreading genes since the presentation of a father figure that can
provide the most fatherly guidance
and care to offspring attracts more
females.
In human males, this trait is
somewhat transferable, considering that testosterone levels decrease after the birth of a child,
presumably because the male is no
longer on the hunt for reproduction and therefore does not need to
produce as much facial hair, muscle or heat to attract a mate.
Additionally, the reduction of

aggressiveness caused by the testosterone aids in the development
of the newborn.
“In human males, testosterone
declines as men become fathers,
and this is believed to help focus
their attention on the needs of the
newborn,” said Christopher Kuzawa, a co-author of this study and
a researcher who co-authored a
study on the same topic in the journal Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences in 2011.
“Might gorillas that are particularly engaged in infant interaction experience similar declines in
testosterone? Because this would

probably impede their ability to
compete with other males, evidence that testosterone goes down
would be a clear indication that
they must be gaining some real
benefit — such as attracting mates.
Alternatively, if it does not go
down, this suggests that high testosterone and caretaking behavior
don’t have to be mutually exclusive
in mountain gorillas.”
The researchers aim to answer
these questions in depth in the
coming months with the help of
long-term knowledge of the way
hormones function in response to
life situations.

Gene editing opens the door to a world without genetic disorders
BY ALI HUSSAIN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Two unrelated studies published in the journal Nature Medicine highlight the progress that’s
been made in one of the major
goals of gene editing: preventing the perpetuation of genetic
disorders.
Both studies build on existing
knowledge of the CRISPR-Cas9
complex, a genome editing tool
that has gained a lot of popularity
in recent years and has since been
at the forefront of the discussion
on gene editing. The CRISPR-Cas9
system utilizes highly specific DNA
editing techniques taken from prokaryotic cells and originally used
to fight off viruses. Harnessing the
power of this system, scientists
can entirely cut out discrete sets
of genes.
The first study reported was
conducted by researchers at the
University of Pennsylvania whose
aim was to rid rats of a rare liver disease — hereditary tyrosinemia type
1 or HT1 — involving the inability to break down a specific amino
acid, tyrosine. This inability causes
liver and kidney dysfunction and
intellectual disabilities.
The usual treatment for this
disease is a strict diet and a drug
called nitisinone that treats some of
the effects.
If the disease is left to progress,
it could result in liver failure or
cancer. Since HT1 is essentially the
result of a harmful mutation, the
researchers wanted to see if they
could fight the mutation as a whole
by deleting the sequence responsible for the dysfunction.
They went on to report that the
mice treated with gene editing exhibited greater liver function than
those that received nitisinone.
Though this study did not use the
CRISPR-Cas9 complex by itself, the
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Genetic disorders may eventually be a thing of the past with inventions like the CRISPR-Cas9 system, which can cut out specific sets of genes out of human DNA.
point of the study was to use another system, base editor 3, in order
to circumvent an issue that is often
touted against the functionality of
the CRISPR-Cas9 system.
The complaint often lobbied
against the CRISPR-Cas9 system is
that after the DNA has been cut, the
subsequent reparation process can
produce unintended consequences, thereby causing more problems
than the unit started off with. The
fact that the mice treated with base
editor 3 remained stable months
after they were born pointed to
the idea that gene editing does not
necessarily have to be a volatile
process.
“We think this represents a safer and more precise way to make
changes in the genome,” said Dr.

Kiran Musunuru of the Perelman
School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania and a co-leader
of the study, in an interview with
Business Insider. “It’s is [sic] the
better way forward if you want to
take CRISPR into the clinic.”
The second study from the journal involved researchers at the
science, technology, engineering
and mathematics university, ETH
Zurich in Switzerland, who were
working with mice and a metabolic liver disease, phenylketonuria, or PKU, which is similar to
HT1 in that the treatment is the
same — a specialized diet — and
both diseases are caused by genetic
abnormalities.
In an organism with PKU, the
body can no longer metabolize the

amino acid phenylalanine, letting
its count build up and end up disrupting the neural functions of the
organism.
Similar results seen in the first
study were found in the second,
corroborating the story proposed
by the University of Pennsylvania of
the positive effects of CRISPR usage
with base editor 3 guidance. Both
teams of scientists involved in the
research came to their own conclusions that though this is a step
in the right direction, more work
needs to be done before this can be
attempted on humans. Specifically,
the Switzerland researchers intend
to study larger animal models, such
as the pig, which would be more
closely related to humans than
mice are.

“A lot more animal work needs
to be done before we can even
think about applying this [fetal genome editing] clinically,” said William H. Peranteau, a pediatric and
fetal surgeon at the Children’s Hospital of Pennsylvania, in science
news site STAT.
“But I think fetal genome editing may be where fetal surgery
[which is now routine] once was,
and that one day we’ll use it to treat
diseases that cause significant morbidity and mortality.”
Due to this revelation that we
may possibly be able to halt certain genetic disorders, there comes
hope that one day there will be no
true genetic disorders and that
long and healthy lives can be all but
guaranteed at birth.
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Bearcat Breakdown: Men's soccer
clinches CUNYAC postseason berth
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The first half of the game only
totaled one shot between the two
teams, and in the second half each
team had five shots on goal, but
neither was enough as regulation
ended.
In overtime, the Bearcats outshot the Hawks 8-0 but were still
unable to put any in the back of the
net by the end of time, leading to a
0-0 draw.
The next matchup came
against Lehman College, in what
was senior day for the graduating
Bearcats. Like their previous game,
this match ended in a 0-0 tie. The
Bearcats outshot their opponent
27-7 but were again unable to find
that one game-winning shot.
With the tie, the Bearcats move
to 5-0-2 in CUNYAC, keeping them
at second place.
However, the tie officially
clinched the Bearcats for the CUNYAC Tournament, giving the
Bearcats a first round bye and
pushing them straight into the
CUNYAC semifinals. This game is
scheduled for Oct. 27.
The team now looks ahead to
its final game of the season, which
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is against the College of Staten Island, CUNYAC’s No. 1 seed.
The Baruch women’s volleyball
team currently sits at fifth place in
the CUNYAC rankings, with a 3-3
record and a 7-15 overall.
Its previous matches came in
the Mount Holyoke Tri-Match,
during which Baruch played
Mount Holyoke College and the
University of Southern Maine.
In their match against the
Mount Holyoke Lyons, the
Bearcats defeated the Lyons in four
sets, which ended 16-25, 25-19, 2520 and 30-28.
The Bearcats were led to their

strong win by Anita Sengara, who
finished with 15 kills and 16 digs,
and Stella Chung, who finished
with 12 kills, 13 digs and three aces.
In the next match against
Southern Maine, Baruch lost in
three straight sets 8-25, 21-25 and
22-25. The team had some bright
spots as Katherine Chen finished
with five kills and nine assists, and
Wai Chang finished with 14 total
digs in the loss.
Now, as the season is nearing
the CUNYAC playoffs, the Bearcats
look toward league games against
the City College of New York and
the College of Staten Island.
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UFC announced Jon "Bones" Jones will make his anticipated return at UFC 232.

Cage chat: Lewis will
main event UFC 230
BY PAT SIKORA

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The stars seem to be aligning
for combat sports fans. Despite
the Conor McGregor-Khabib Nurmagomedov hysteria continuing with temporary suspensions
handed out to both fighters this
week and Nurmagomedov’s $2
million purse still withheld, there
is still plenty to be excited about.
A new main event was announced this week for Madison
Square Garden. UFC doublechamp Daniel Cormier — the
heavyweight and light heavyweight winner — is to face fan
favorite Derrick Lewis, who made
waves online with his last-minute
knockout and post-fight interview
at UFC 229.
Lewis was able to skip over
former champ Stipe Miocic in
the quest for the title by accepting the fight on short notice as the
UFC was in dire need for a new
main event.
An unfortunate nagging hip
injury pulled Dustin Poirier out
of the main event for the Garden
against the fan favorite Nate Diaz.
Unfortunately, it seems like a
replacement opponent will not be
found in time for Diaz.
And everyone knows he is not
one to do the UFC any favors; Diaz
will not just fight anyone who
steps up.
He is at the stage in his career
during which he only wants money fights. He is the reason the UFC
decided to make a new 165-pound
belt for the Poirier-Diaz bout.
In taking the heavyweight title
fight, double-champion Cormier
was forced to relinquish his light
heavyweight belt.
However, in an amazing spin
by the UFC, this action happened
just in time for the return of Jon
"Bones" Jones.
Not only will Jones be welcomed back with a chance to obtain the belt he once held, but he
will also fight Alexander Gustafsson in a long-awaited and highly

anticipated rematch at UFC 232.
Their first fight together is considered one of the greatest backand-forth matches of all time and
is easily the closest fight in Jones’
championship reign.
Former strawweight queen
Joanna Jedrzejczyk was also announced to fight Valentina "The
Bullet" Shevchenko for the second
time. The match will headline UFC
231 for the vacant flyweight title.
Fans have been frustrated with
what appears to be negotiation
issues causing this electrifying
matchup to not take place at the
Garden for UFC 230.
Bellator 208 went down last
weekend in Uniondale, New York,
with a night of highlight-reel finishes. Former UFC lightweight
champion Benson Henderson
won a decision against Saad
Awad, snapping the latter’s fourfight win streak.
Cheick Kongo continues to roll
through the Bellator roster since
coming over from the UFC, earning his seventh straight victory
with a vicious first-round knockout of Timothy Johnson.
The main event for the night
was the matchup between legends
Fedor Emelianenko and Chael
Sonnen as part of the heavyweight
tournament the UFC has running
for the belt.
After a huge left uppercut sent
Sonnen stumbling early in the first
round, he was unable to hold on to
Emelianenko long enough to survive the storm.
The former Pride heavyweight
champion finished Sonnen with
a brutal ground and pound that
was allowed to go on longer than
it probably should have.
As the Nurmagomedov train
rolls on, 50 Cent, who is now a
representative for Bellator, offered
Nurmagomedov $2 million cash
on Instagram to fight under the
Bellator banner.
Nurmagomedov’s manager declined 50 Cent’s offer, but an interesting back and forth between the
two has emerged.

Rangers notch first win of 2018 season
BY FELIX MALAMUD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The 2018-2019 season could not
have gotten off to a worse start for
the New York Rangers. After losing
narrowly to the Nashville Predators
in their season opener, the Rangers
let two very winnable games slip
away. Against the Buffalo Sabres,
the Rangers outshot 44-29 and
dominated the pace of the game
yet managed to find the back of the
net only once. Against the Carolina
Hurricanes, the Rangers had leads
of 2-0, 3-2, 4-3 and 5-4, all of which
evaporated in an eventual 5-8
crushing defeat.
This was not the welcome that
new Rangers head coach David
Quinn was expecting. The team
is rebuilding and will go through
some rough patches this season,
but no one expected the Blueshirts
to stumble out of the gate this poorly, this quickly.
Virtually nonexistent special
teams and a defense with more
holes than a slice of Swiss cheese
may have something to do with
that. Goaltender Henrik Lundqvist
has been the lone bright spot so
far, playing well enough to keep his
squad in the game.
This past week, the Rangers
faced two Pacific Division opponents at home, the San Jose Sharks
and Edmonton Oilers. Both teams
have playoff aspirations, especially
the Sharks. Just a few weeks ago,
San Jose acquired two-time Norris
Trophy-winning defenseman Erik
Karlsson, solidifying the team’s already loaded core and its place as a
heavy favorite for the Stanley Cup.
The Oilers missed the playoffs
last season after a very disastrous
campaign, during which they were
expected to make a deep run for
the Cup. They are, however, still
led by the best player in the league:
Connor McDavid.
The Rangers faced off against
the Sharks on Oct 11. The Sharks
entered the match with a rather
disappointing 2-2-0 start But they
have one of the most complete
lineups in all of the NHL. Their roster features All-Star forwards, such
as Joe Pavelski, Evander Kane, Joe
Thornton, Tomás Hertl and Lo-

gan Couture, as well as some of
the league’s best defensemen, including Karlsson, Brent Burns and
Marc-Édouard Vlasic.
For the most part of the game,
the Rangers did a fine job shutting
down the Sharks’ top guns and kept
the game very close. But 4:31 into
the first period, San Jose broke the
ice on a shorthanded goal by Marcus Sörensen. The young Swedish forward drifted up the ice and
made a nifty move on Rangers top
defenseman Brady Skjei, deking
him twice before beating Lundqvist with a sizzling wrister.
The Rangers responded with
just over six minutes left in the
frame, thanks to youngster Brett
Howden. Battling in front of the
net, Howden put the puck between
Sharks' netminder Aaron Dell's
legs, and fired a backhand past Dell
for a highlight-reel dandy.
The Sharks challenged that the
Rangers were offside before the
goal, but after video review, the
goal stood. The Sharks were subsequently given a two-minute delay
of game penalty for losing the offside challenge.
The score was tied at 1-1 entering the second period, during
which both teams continued to
play at a fast pace. The Sharks regained the lead at 4:59 of the frame
thanks to Joonas Donskoi. Burns
started an odd-man rush up the
ice and found Antti Suomela, who
delivered a perfect cross-ice pass to
Donskoi.
The Finnish forward buried a
one-timer past Lundqvist to put
the Sharks up 2-1. That score held
up for the rest of the period and
most of the third one. However,
the Rangers fought back and threw
everything they had at the Sharks.
With 2:39 remaining in regulation,
they cashed in thanks to Brendan
Smith. Pavel Buchnevich set him
up with a perfect backhander behind the net, and Smith converted
on a one-timer from the slot.
The game went to overtime,
and Skjei looked to make amends
for his role in San Jose’s first goal.
The young defenseman skated up
the ice, looking for an open passing
lane. Dell positioned himself as if
Skjei was going to pass to Mats Zuc-

carello, but Skjei kept skating and
rifled a wrister over the goaltender’s left shoulder and into the net.
Thirty-seven seconds into overtime, the Rangers escaped with
their first victory of the season, a
3-2 thriller over the Sharks. It was
also Quinn’s first win as an NHL
head coach. Lundqvist made 41
saves in another terrific effort.
Two days later, the Rangers squared off against the Oilers. Coming off their first win, the
Blueshirts looked to get off to a fast
start. They did just that, as 7:11 into
the first period, Mika Zibanejad
scored to put his team up 1-0. Zibanejad took a cross-ice pass from
defenseman Marc Staal and put the
puck past former Rangers goaltender Cam Talbot.
But the Oilers had a response,
as with 5:43 left in the frame, Ryan
Nugent-Hopkins evened the score.
Nugent-Hopkins cashed in on a rebound past Lundqvist off a Darnell
Nurse miss. McDavid also recorded an assist on the goal.
In that final frame, the Rangers took some costly penalties,
none more than Vladislav Namestnikov’s holding minor just over five
minutes into the period.
In the waning seconds of the
man advantage, McDavid redirected a shot that deflected off Lundqvist’s left leg and into the back of
the net. That gave the Oilers a 2-1
lead, which they would hold on to
until the end, thanks to fine play
from Talbot in net. Talbot recorded
his first win against his old team
since being traded to Edmonton
during the 2015 NHL Entry Draft.
McDavid has a point on all five of
the Oilers’ goals.
Despite the rough start and gutwrenching loss against Edmonton,
another very winnable game, the
Rangers have shown flashes of
competitiveness and fight.
Lundqvist has played extremely
well through his first four games so
far, as he has a 2.03 goals against
average and a .938 save percentage.
His outstanding play in net has
kept the Rangers in their games
despite the rest of the team coming up short. The Rangers will play
a difficult stretch of games in the
coming weeks.

